Stephenson Academy

SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2022

Key Information and Dates

Dear parents and carers
I hope you find our newsletter interesting and informative as it
highlights some key events from the summer term. We
have included with your newsletter your child’s school report
and if you have any questions about these you can raise
them with your child’s tutor by the 21st July or in early
September. We have included information on locally run fun
activities during the holidays to help during the long six week
break. As some of you will be aware from local media we
are expanding our provision to include years 5 and 6 from
next year to support the transition of local students. As
part of this we will be building a brand new four
classroom block and dedicated therapeutic space on site,
due for completion in the summer term 2023. We will share
updates of this during the year with your children. I hope
you all have a relaxing break over summer and we look
forward to welcoming back your children in September, with
a full curriculum, including after school clubs.
Dr. Marie Ramsay,
Head of School

Key Dates 2022
• GCSE Results Day

Thursday 25th August 2022

• Staff Inset Day

Thursday 2nd September 2022

• Staff Inset Day

Friday 3rd September 2022

• Students return

Monday 5th September 2022
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Autumn half term 2022: Monday 24 October 2022 - Friday 28 October 2022
Christmas break 2022: Monday 19 December 2022 - Monday, 2 January 2023
Spring half term 2023: Monday 13 February 2023 - Friday 17 February 2023
Easter 2023: Monday 3 April 2023 - Friday 14 April 2023 Early May Bank
Holiday: Monday 1 May 2023
Summer half term 2023: Monday 29 May 2023 - Friday 2 June 2023
Summer break starts: Monday 24 July 2023
STAFF INSET DAYS:
Thursday 1 September
Friday 2 September
Monday 31 October
Tuesday 3 January
Monday 17 April

School News
Uniform Reminder
As the hotter weather is among us, a reminder that Stephenson Academy welcomes
students to wear school tailored shorts from the May-October half terms. These need to be knee
length and the type that you will typically find in the uniform sections of popular stores. An
example of our normal uniform is pictured here as a reminder, we also provide a matching school
fleece. If your child has outgrown their trousers or wants shorts, please purchase new suitable
ones and send in the receipt as the school pay for these. Any problems with uniform please
do not hesitate to contact your child’s form tutor to discuss.

Stephenson Academy Uniform
School issued polo shirt
School issued black sweatshirt
School issued black fleece
Black formal school trousers or knee length
shorts or skirt. Footwear can be anything
within reason but no high heels,/flip-flops,
sliders or steel cap boots.
If you need any new uniform for September
please email
reception@stephensonacademy.org.uk.

Milton Keynes Council will
deliver
another
FREE
programme of activities and
food for children and young
people
this
summer,
providing a welcome boost to
struggling local families. It
follows the success of last
year’s summer of play, which
included more than 30,000
fully funded activity sessions
and saw 28,000 free meals
served to families throughout
August. Summer
of
Play
2022 will take place between
1st and 25th August 2022 with
a wide range of sports, crafts,
cookery
and
music
and
activities for children of all
ages, from toddlers to teens.
The full programme will be
available to all families living
in MK and published on the
council’s website in July.
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/
HAF

Results Day!
Exam Results Collection Day
Thursday 25th August 2022
10:00 - 12:00

Reception Area
Please be advised that written consent needs to be given if you
would like your results to be collected by someone else.

Messages from staff who are leaving
I have had to make the difficult decision
to leave after three and a half amazing
years at Stephenson Academy. An
opportunity to progress my career in
education has been offered to me and I
would be silly not to accept. I came here
after working many years in the
hospitality and catering industry after
wanting to be in education sector for
a long
time.
Since
starting
at
Stephenson Academy I have learnt so
many new skills which has increased my
confidence in the school environment
significantly.
I
will sincerely miss
working here as I have had the pleasure
of meeting so many great staff,
students and parents. I will forever be
grateful
for
the
opportunity
to
better myself.
Mr Donn Aherne
p.s. Mrs Turner is the best!

As many of you may know myself and my
wife welcomed our daughter in August,
2021 and as a result of that, I am relocating
to be nearer to family. This means after 5
amazing years working at Stephenson
Academy I will be leaving this summer.
Working in Year 7 I have been able to see
most students at the start of their journey
at Stephenson Academy and it has been a
pleasure to watch them grow and thrive
throughout their years at school. Hopefully I
will be able to come back from time to time
to keep up to date on how everyone is
doing.
Mr Calum Yeates

Staff Updates
It was with great sadness that we learned on 5 May that Lenny King, our Chef Manager, very
suddenly and unexpectedly passed away. Lenny had only been with us since September 2021 but
he very quickly became a valued member of the team, loved by students and staff alike. His dedication
to the school and infectious, happy personality is missed by us all. In remembrance of Lenny, students
are all contributing to the creation of a memorial, which will be sited near the school canteen where
he worked.

Careers and Work
Experience Coordinator
Careers and Next Step guidance and support from Miss
Batchelor for all leavers continues throughout the summer
holidays and until the end of October. She is on hand to offer
assistance to those who have not yet chosen a destination or those
who have but may want to explore other options. She can support
with the transitions from school to their next steps and any
other assistance they may need. Miss Batchelor will be available on
exam results day which is on the 25th August 2022 and
Stephenson Academy.

Parents can book appointments by contacting her via email or phone
01908 889426 or
Chloe.Batchelor@bridgeacademy.org.uk

Student Council
Well done to all the students who have contributed to discussions in Student Council this year.
The group have shared some excellent ideas this year and have successfully actioned many
requests. Some of the fantastic suggestions that are now in place are as follows:
• Outside seating area
• Water Fountain in PE
• Afterschool clubs – Archery, Switch club, Basketball and many more
Mr Pinner and Mrs Turner are super excited to see what Student Council achieve next year!
We would also like to welcome Aiden Campbell to the Student Council Board as our new Vice
Chair. Aiden was the successful candidate through our whole school vote. We know you
already have some superb ideas to bring to the table.
Congratulations Aiden!

Writing Competition
Many students submitted entries for the
latest writing competition, which was to
write a food review. The quality of
vocabulary used to describe the chosen dish
was amazing! The 1st place winner was
Cruz Duncan, winning a trip to the Taste
festival in London and 2nd Place winner was
Carrigon Stacey, winning a £50 leisure
voucher. There is at least one writing
competition each half term for students to
enter, usually with phenomenal prizes up
for grabs! Mrs Turner looks forward to
receiving the entries and thoroughly enjoys
seeing the improvement in students writing
capabilities.

Therapy Dog - Ella
Ella started coming into school in the summer term and she has been settling in well and
making lots of friends with staff and students along the way. She has started to be part of
some therapeutic sessions and as we approach the autumn term, we are looking at her
becoming a reading dog, where students that are more reluctant readers can read to her,
without any interruptions or judgement.
At break and lunch times, Ella and I are in the Admin House garden for students that want
to pop by to chat, chill or play ball. These have been positive sessions where even some
students that do not like dogs, have been very settled and happy around Ella. It has also
been lovely to see different year groups of students mixing well together around her,
especially when some demonstrate their knowledge of animals and the care that they
require.

Curriculum News
Cultural & Faith Awareness
18th July – Nelson Mandela
International Day
It is easy to break down and destroy.
The heroes are those who make peace and build. - Nelson Mandela
As Mandela said: It is in your hands to make of the world a better place. And so, every year on
Mandela Day, we ask people around the world to take action and inspire change by making a
difference in their communities.
What did Nelson Mandela do?
• In South Africa white people had more rights than black people.
• Black and white people had to lead separate lives.
• Nelson Mandela fought for change, but he was put into prison for 27 years.
• When he left prison, he wasn’t angry. He wanted peace.
• In 1994, aged 77, Nelson Mandela became the first black President of South Africa.
• He won the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1993, along with South Africa’s president at the time, F.W.
de Klerk, for having led the transition from apartheid to a multiracial democracy

English
February saw the whole school celebrate reading by dressing up for World Book Day. It was
fantastic seeing some familiar faces in very unfamiliar ways. Students took part in a Treasure
Hunt, where they had to find out who all the staff had come as. Staff and students voted for the
Best Student Costume, with prizes in each year group, and the top prize going to Angel in 8B.
Students then voted for the Best Staff Costume, which was won by Mr G Smith, closely followed
by Mr L Smith and Miss Barrett in second and third place. The English department also ran an allday Book Tasting Café for Years 7, 8 and 9. The rooms were decorated in café style, with
checked table-cloths, plants and snacks being served. The serious point behind this was for
students to read extracts from various books and give their feedback on them on Book Tasting
Menus. This gave English teachers the chance to see which books were popular with students.
As a direct result of this event, we have invested in a wide selection of football themed books
and biographies. Where we’ve missed out on a student’s favourite player, we are buying books
to order. Students are very quick to let us know which player is missing! This has led to many
more students reading in the morning, which is great to see.

Maths
This term we have been focussing a lot on qualifications in maths across the whole school.
Year 6 have successfully completed their SATs, some year 9 have finished their entry level certificate,
year 10 have focussed on their functional skills exam and Year 11 were revising hard for their GCSEs.
We are extremely proud of all those who have taken part in completing qualifications in maths as they
have been well engaged and shown great enthusiasm to try and succeed.
Year 7 and 8 have been focussing on topics that will help them when they get to complete their entry
level, gaining a good basis of skills and knowledge, which will help them in the future.
Well done to all across the school for all your hard work this term!

Catering
Catering lessons this term have been going strong, we have had our GCSE Food & Nutrition
assessments going on. These entailed our year 11 students creating a menu throughout the school
year and spending three hours to create this menu to the best of their ability using the skills they have
been practising throughout their time at Stephenson. We have also had a pizza sale to raise money
for the Ukraine.

PSHE
This term we celebrated the queens platinum jubilee at school with a visit from the queen
herself, well a life size cutout at least. The band entertained us all with their rendition of
“God Save The Queen” and all enjoyed an afternoon tea.

Humanities
Year
6
This term the Year 6’s have been finding out about what the country of Spain is like and
comparing the Spanish cities of Barcelona and Madrid.

Year
7
Year 7’s have been concentrating on developing their geographical knowledge and skills this term
and have learnt about the world’s continents, oceans, longitude and latitude and how to use
coordinates to plot a location on a world map. They have been learning about the United
Kingdom and how this differs to Great Britain and the British Isles.

Year
9
Year 9 have continued with their unit about World War Two by looking at what happened
at Pearl Harbour, how the events of D-Day led to the defeat of Nazi Germany in Europe and
if President Truman was right to drop the atomic bomb on Japan.

Art
It has been a busy half term in the art department. Our year 11s finished their GCSE courses in art
and design and photography, everyone worked hard and produced some fabulous work. For the first
time in two years the external moderator visited the school to view their work. Well done year 11s we
are all extremely proud of all your hard work. Meanwhile KS3 and year 6 have been working on a
building and architecture project, and have had fun exploring and recreating the characteristics of
Gargoyles, their ceramic outcomes are amazing.

Fish Husbandry
During our fish husbandry lessons we have been busy re-stocking and setting up the school fish
tank. Real Aquatics have kindly donated us lots of fish, plants, food and ornaments for our tank.

ICT
This term has been a term of coding for each group. Year 6 and 7 have been showing off their
coding skills in Scratch. Year 8 have been improving this by moving onto an understanding of binary
code. Year 9 have been working on how coding affects media in images and films.

Enrichment
Students have been enjoying bowling, cooking, Lego, motor vehicles, film club, Top Jump, Gravity and
foot golf. During this half term students have also been learning the art of airbrushing from a local artist
“the urbanist”. Seb loved his time in school and was amazed at how talented our students are. The
students created some lovely t-shirts with all their own artwork.
Other students have been attending Parkour with Ruel. Some have become very skilled and confident.
Students will be putting together a display to showcase later in the summer.

Construction
BTEC students have been busy finishing up some BTEC paperwork. We also took a trip down to the local
shops to look at a building site where there are some new flats being built. This is all part of their BTEC
coursework.

Physical Education
In PE this term we have been focusing on athletics in preparation for sports day. Students have been
perfecting their techniques in running, throwing and jumping events. Blaze and Regan were
naturals when it came to throwing the discus and Dillon was able to jump extremely well in the
high jump. Everyone is looking forward to competing in their tutor groups on sports day and
determined to knock last year’s champions of the winners spot.

Animal Care
The animal care students have been learning how to catch and restrain animals this term.Students
visited the pet shop to look at some of the different equipment available to use when catching and
restraining different animals. They then put the theory into practice by catching and restraining
one of the schools goats and Ella the dog. All students worked in a sensible, safe and
confident manner and everyone was able to successfully catch and restrain an animal.

Forest School
During the summer term the pupils have been making kites, they have been orienteering and have
been on a penny hike in the local area. In the forest school garden they have continued with log
chopping, maintaining the compost heap, mowing the grass and feeding the birds. During forest school
with year 8 we have been building some planters out of decking. These will placed round school where
the horticulture students are going to fill them with lovely plants and herbs.

Hair and Beauty
In hair and beauty this term we have been exploring customer care. Justin went to observe
colour and curly hair specialist Mel of MelAnnie Hair designs in the Creative Hub Studio. He
observed quality customer care and communication in action and hopes to take some of these
skills and put them into his own practice.

Performing Arts
KS3 Students have been working on building their communication skills and team work in drama
this term and some have been able to produce a short version of Sweeney Todd. They have
created their own script for which they have been confident enough to show to their peers. Year
9T have been working incredibly hard on their performances for the summer show (what
show?), they are very excited to perform this to their peers and parents in the Stephenson
Summer Showcase.

Horticulture
The year 11 Horticulture class have been preparing for the Spring and Summer growing season.
They planted daffodil bulbs around the school, sewn sweet peas for summer colour
and winter-pruned bushes and shrubs. In the vegetable garden, then have planted garlic
which is coming through, and sewn carrots and radishes. Although we have had a spell
of lovely weather, they have sown some of the less hardy vegetables is the
classroom, such as tomatoes, courgettes and pumpkins. These will be ready to plant out in
May.

Tutor Group News
Year 6

Year 6 have been strawberry picking to celebrate Fresh Vegetable Day on Thursday 16th June. We
had a lovely time in the sunshine and many of us had not been before. We would like to
congratulate the Year 6’s on completing their SAT’s this term. We are very proud of them all

KS3C
KS3C have had a great summer term. We have been learning all sorts this term, we have made kites
in Forest School as well as using the fire to make Popcorn. We enjoyed experimenting with Rocks in
Science but our shared residential with year 10 to Elveden Center Parcs was the best.
We had a day at the beach before we arrived. We had a great time, we took part in Archery, an Ariel
adventure which was a bit scary, and a water obstacle course. We all enjoyed having the wildlife
visiting us too. It was very tiring but so much fun.

7T
7T have just got back from an amazing trip to Center Parcs. They enjoyed bike riding, Miss Shaw’s
cooking and the top voted highlight was swimming every night. All of the students are looking
forward to starting Year 8 and finding out who their form tutor will be.

7B
7B have had a fantastic half term so far with the highlight being our residential trip to Centre Parcs in
Woburn. The students participated in Laser combat, Archery, Ariel adventure and we finished off
each day at the aqua park where they had the opportunity to swim for 3 hours and go on lots of scary
rides and down the rapids! On our residential all the students were amazing; they developed their
friendships with each other and it gave them the opportunity to be away from the school
environment and build better relationships with staff too.

8T

8T had an exhilarating, exciting and just a little bit exhausting trip to Sherwood Forest Centre
Parcs. We took part in the Aerial Walk and the Paintballing – although some people were
more enthusiastic about these than others. We also spent hours and hours in the Subtropical
Swimming Paradise. Other, more relaxing activities, included playing pool and observing
nature. In some cases, we did not have to go looking for nature, as nature came to us (see
photo of visiting squirrel below!).

8B
During the course of this half term, we have been building up with excitement for our annual
residential trip. This year we went to Sherwood Forest Center Parcs. During the trip, we took part in
the Arial extreme activity where we had to do a zip wire across a big lake at the end. We also done
paintballing where the students took great pleasure in unloading all their bullets at the staff team.
Swimming is a big part of these trip and we took full advantage of the amazing pool and slides for the
time we were there. We had a great few days away with our year 8 students and we are already
looking forward to the next trip. This term 9T have been really excited about our trip to Longleat
Center Parcs, we had fun on the quad
bikes
,
lazer
questing
and
the
Aqua
park
on
the
lake. The trip was a great success and fun was had by all.

9T
9B have enjoyed the Summer term especially their trip to Longleat Centre Parcs where they enjoyed
trying new things. They have bonded more as a class especially as there has been new starters this
year who have both settled in well. They have all chosen their options for year 10 and year 11 and
are looking forward to starting those soon.

9B
9B have enjoyed the Summer term especially their trip to Longleat Centre Parcs where they enjoyed trying
new things. They have bonded more as a class especially as there has been new starters this year who have
both settled in well. They have all chosen their options for year 10 and year 11 and are looking forward to
starting those soon. Enjoy your summer holidays and come back ready to start your GCSE’s.

Year 10
Year 10’s went to Centre Parcs Elveden for their residential trip this term. All students participated
in a range of different activities such as Archery and the Aqua Parc. (more activites as this sounds
boring, aqua parc what is that?) Everyone completed the Aerial Extreme activity through the
treetops and finished with a zip wire across the lake. Joe did most of the cooking throughout the 5
days and fed us all extremely well with a chilli, curry and fajitas and then prepped and marinated all
the meat for our last night BBQ. Everyone enjoyed the swimming pool and all the water slides each
evening with the rapids being the favourite. It was a great week for both students and staff

11T
The time has come to say farewell to our current year 11
students, we wish them well and good luck for the future.
We look forward to find out how well you are all doing
believe in yourselves, you’ve all got this.

11B
11B have been working hard towards finishing their different
courses with us. We have been looking at our next steps with
all pupils in the form having applied to at least one place for
next year. We all had a great day taking part in World
Book Day and are really looking forward to the residential
trip in July.

